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SLO / CA / Alumni Newsletter

Issue #25: Fall 2021
Brother Chris "Yabut" Patterson, W'73, Editor,              
cpatterson76@outlook.com
This Issue's Theme:
Epsilon Rho Alums Demonstrate Their Commitment To DSP And Chapter Restart 
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Photo:  SLO Delta Sigs at the downtown Los Angeles Westin Bonaventure Hotel - site of DSP's biennial National Convention October 14th-16th, 2021.  Our chapter sent more brothers to Convention than any other chapter.  See more details on page 6.
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Out-Going National President Lurch's Message At Convention

By EP Jim "Lurch" Larson, W'72
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Photo:  Executive Director Phil "Zippy" Rodriguez and National President Jim "Lurch" Larson.

For over 120 years, Pilgrims of Delta Sigma Phi have come together to celebrate our successes, discuss our challenges, enjoy brotherly fellowship and set a course for our future.  For over 120 years, our Biennial Conventions have set the tone for our future while celebrating our brotherhood.  Over the coming days, we will discuss our future, network with others, enjoy fellowship and most importantly, we will invest in one another to build our future together.

Eighteen months ago, we weren’t sure we were going to still have a fraternity much less a convention, but here we are, having successfully navigated the never-ending challenges that were pressed upon us by the pandemic.

I am extremely impressed with and thankful for our undergraduates, our volunteers, and our advisors and our headquarter's staff.  Each gave so much to ensure this brotherhood and its chapters were safe and capable of surviving the pandemic. 

For nearly 120 years, our Fraternity has found new ways to overcome adversity time-and-time again.  We continue to plan ways to provide the highest level of value and support to each of you in this room and around the country.  Each of our chapters and ACB’s are navigating complex University policies due to COVID-19, that undoubtedly have an impact in our Greek Community.  Still, unfortunate incidents have occurred of fraternal communities not living-up to their oaths. The actions of a few have impacted countless young men and alumni who chose to uphold their oaths.  Leaders of our Fraternity and chapters must remain steadfast and diligent in living our values while challenging those around us to also live the values, principles, and ideals of Delta Sigma Phi and their host University.

Over the coming days at Convention we will invest time and thought in our Brotherhood, discuss new ideas, determine how we can provide the greatest value and experience to our undergraduates, and propel Delta Sigma Phi to be the nation's leading fraternity.  More than ever before in my life, I am confident of our beloved Fraternity's future and its role in Building Better Men and Better Lives for a better tomorrow.

Welcome once again, and I hope you will enjoy and learn from this Biennial Convention of Delta Sigma Phi.
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Message From Delta Sigma Phi's New National President

By Your Editor
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After Epsilon Rho's Lurch was "termed out" as National President, Grand Council member Tom Archer was elected as DSP's new National President!

Tom sent the following message to us and copied key National Executives and past National Presidents:

From: Tom Archer (US) <thomas.archer@pwc.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 3, 2021 10:12 AM
Subject: Re: Chapter Restart 
 

Yabut:
Great to see you at the Convention!  The brothers from EP continue to have the full support from National to restart the chapter.  I will also be personally involved as and where I can.

YITBOS,

Tom
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Two Epsilon Rho Alums Honored With 1899 Silver Dollar

By Your Editor
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Many years ago Brother Chris "Mother" (aka "Mum") 

Northern, 1977, of the Eta Chapter, created a simple "thank you" ceremony for deserving DSP alumni of any chapter.  He personally funded and presented an 1899 Morgan silver dollar to nearly 70 recipients, including a few outstanding women who had extensively served Delta Sigma Phi.  This ceremony usually took place at a gathering of brothers from many chapters, and included many prior recipients.  The photo at the left is of Mum and company making a presentation in 2015, two years before this past National President became Bond Eternal at too young an age.  Mum's DSP legacy son, Duncan, continues this tradition.
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Mum presented four Epsilon Rho alumni with a silver dollar over the years:  W'72 Lurch, W'73 Yabut, S'58 Si'mon, and F'69 Bull.  He empowered each silver dollar recipient with the authority to present another deserving person with a "thank you" silver dollar.  For the first time, two Epsilon Rho prior recipients, Yabut and Bull, used this authority to present silver dollars at the mid-October 2021 National Convention in LA.  
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Noel "Bull" Shutt, F'69, on the left, presented S'70 Mike "Harpo" Roanhaus, on the far right, an 1899 silver dollar.  He was recognized for his lifetime of service to our chapter and his years of loyal caring for his disabled wife, past DSP Dream Girl Dea Jarvis.  Between Bull and Harpo are F'67 Greg "Deuce" Piers and the lovely Judi Brooks, wife of W'73 Tom "Woody" Brooks.
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Yabut presented Brother Bill "FUBAR" Bradley, F'63, for his guidance of our chapter as Chapter Supervisor in the 1970's and 1980's, again in the 2010's, and his latest work as the ACB VP of Housing.  Most of us keep the coin on us at all times as a reminder of this recognition, and because of our love for our Brotherhood.  

Congratulations Harpo and FUBAR!  You too are now empowered to present this distinctive honor.  And thank you Mum for reminding us of the power of a simple thank you! 
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Epsilon Rho Best-Represented Chapter At National Convention

Brothers:  take a bow!  Epsilon Rho was the #1 represented chapter at the LA Convention!  This sends a great message to our National Fraternity that we have an organized and energized alumni base to support a restarted chapter!  Per National's Director of Membership Experience and Events:
Yabut, here are the Convention counts you asked for:
Epsilon Rho - 34 registered (Cal Poly / SLO)
Beta Gamma- 30 registered (UCLA)

Delta Delta- 21 registered (Purdue)

Gamma Epsilon- 21 registered (SJSU) 
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Epsilon Rho Sets Record For Most 2021 Convention Attendees

With Thanks To:  S'73 HOTS, S'70 Harpo, F'71 Ozzie, F'72 Dizzy, S'74 Coco, for article assistance.

Back Row (Left to Right):

Jonathan "Peabody" Monfort, F'81; Noel "Bull" Shutt, F'69; Mike "Harpo" Roanhaus, S'70; Jim "Ozzie" Nelson, F'71; Gwenn Yates (Solo's wife); Roland "Solo" Yates, F'73; Steve "Penny" Lane, F'68; Tom "Woody" Brooks, W'73; Rob "Ichabod" Ellery, W'72; Judi Brooks (Woody's wife); Vicky Gray (Hooker's wife); Ray "Mumbles" Calande, W'74; Tom "Hooker" Gray, F'72; Greta Larson (Lurch's wife); John "Bambi" Buck, F'70; Jim "Lurch" Larson, W'72; John "Cleat" Lester, W'72; Doug "Spuna" Aitken, F'74; Chris "Fill-In" Blanken, W'72; Jon "Bonzo" Shull, F'82; Mike "Snidley" Ivy, S'71; Bill "Crab" Louie, W'71; Gigi Yates (Custer's wife); Bill "FUBAR" Bradley, F'63; Rob "Custer" Yates, S'80.

Middle Row (Left to Right):

Barb Piers (Deuce's wife); Sandra Buck (Bambi's wife); Carol Patterson (Yabut's wife); Brigitta Aitkens (Spuna’s wife); Debbie Parcasio (Coco's wife); Ben "Coco" Parcasio, S'74; 

Front Row (Left to Right):

Greg "Deuce" Piers, F'67; Chris "Yabut" Patterson, W'73; Wayne "Dizzy" Kendrick, F'72; Mark "Killian" Haley, S'82; 

The following brothers were at Convention but unavailable at the time of this group photo:  John "Si'mon" and Dian Kerr, S'58; Bob "HOTS" and Peggy Papazian, S'73; Duane "Zoobie" Kerber, W'75; and Neil "Tilt" Sellars, W'75.  Due to medical restrictions, Brother Tom "" Hannum, S'70, registered as a virtual (remote) attendee.  
Bond Eternal Ceremony At Convention

By Your Editor

At each National Convention, held every two years, we recognize our Brothers who became Bond Eternal since the prior Convention.  Many, but not all, Bond Eternal notifications are reported to your Alumni Association, while others are reported directly by family to our National Fraternity.

Sadly, it is my duty to report 13 Epsilon Rho Bond Eternals since the July 2019 National Convention in Kansas City.


Bond Eternal:

Bob Veazie - Ace - S'76; Doug Wattenbarger - Watt -W'69; Eric Blatzdorff - F'94; Gary Wires - Zit Zit - S'54; Jim Conner - Ortho - W'61; Jim St. Claire - Lilly - W'57; Jim Troxel - Grumpy - W'62; Jeff Weaver - Grobo - S'70; Jere Anderson - Avelino - F'59; Larry Postler - Smiley - S'74; Ted Lohr - Chief D.A. - W'56; Stan Miller - W'52; Ted Wenta - Hymie - F'82,
Gob Bless you Brothers and your families.
Partners Have Fun At Convention!

By Carol Patterson



Partners of DSP alumni have even more fun at the Convention than the brothers!  Not only are they invited to the Welcome Events, the Silent Auction, dinners and luncheons, and the awards banquet - special activities are planned just for them.

This Convention, partners were treated to a guided tour of Hollywood, a visit to the unique Getty Museum, and a morning of silk dying with award-winning artist Jackie Bradley.  Many thanks to her for the continuing art lesson!

A Naval Aviator And A-4 Skyhawk Fighter

Content From A Delta Sig Navy Vet
We are asked by a very humble alumnus, the reluctant subject of this issue's military article, to keep the article brief for reasons he will explain.
In 1966 this graduating Epsilon Rho brother joined the Navy and entered pilot training.  
He received his carrier-qualification on the USS Lexington, but was primarily land-based with the unusual deployment to VF 126 at Miramar NAS (Naval Air Station).  This squadron functioned as an auxiliary to deployable squadrons and was used for advanced instrument and flight training.  At one point they had a MIG 21 which was used for air combat training.  This alumnus remained in the Naval Reserves and retired with the rank of Commander.

(Photo:  A-4 on the deck of the USS Lexington)

A-4 Performance:  maximum speed 673 mph at sea level, rate of climb: 5,750 ft/min, G-limits +8 and -3.  
Who is this alumnus?  He is F'63 Bill "FUBAR" Bradley.  He asks us to know three important things.  First, "There is a bigger mission for an officer than climbing into the seat - this is taking care of your men and doing the right thing".  Second, "I just wanted to well-represent my country and my Brotherhood".  Last, "The heroes were our men in combat and direct contact with the enemy."
Leased Chapter House Gets New Stove And Security Gate

Article Content Provided By ACB VP of Housing, Bill "FUBR" Bradley, F'63

At the urging of Kappa Kappa Gamma, the sorority leasing our chapter facility, we finally replaced the troubled old gas stove in the kitchen.  Bill "FUBAR" Bradley, F'63, tells us that the old Wolf stove was past needing replacement.  He was told that the serial number on the old stove showed it was about 70 years old, and FUBAR remembers cooking on it in the early 1960's at 1134 Palm Street.  

The sorority's chef recommended the new Garland stove, and FUBAR's research indicated it was one of three highly rated commercial stoves.  The new gas stove has a double oven, and a convection capability, and is well-suited for preparing meals for large groups.  This replacement appliance helps justify the $17,000 monthly, full market, lease charge and will serve our brothers well when they reoccupy the facility in the future.  It cost $12,000.

Our Housing VP also reports that we recently passed the City's fire inspection with flying colors and with only a few "to do's" to take care of.  The Fire Marshall required us to modify two outside walkway gates to allow for rapid evacuation in case of a fire.  The old, sagging, wooden BBQ area gate to the front yard, outside the kitchen, was padlocked by KKG to provide increased security.  It was prudent to replace the wooden gate with a box-tube metal gate, with a semi-see-through skin, and an internal quick-release mechanism to allow for rapid evacuation.  FUBAR reports that a similarly constructed gate will replace the other walkway gate on the sidewalk between the driveway and the chapter house.  It has also been padlocked for security.  These two improvements will completely satisfy the City's fire inspector while continuing to provide property security for those living there.

DSP Alumni Continue Philanthropic Poly P Scholarship

By Program Administrators Yabut and Carol Patterson
SLO Delta Sig alumni and their significant others are again offering two $1,000 educational awards to first-year non-Greek students.  We do this to collectively give-back to our alma mater and to honor our older Brothers who built the present Poly P in 1957.  This program was begun in 2012 and to date we have given $18,500 based solely upon merit and need.  Our annual alumni dinner-dance and auction at reunion, alumni Patrons who donate $100 or more, and our DSP Alumni Association fund these educational awards.  

To become a Patron contact Yabut at cpatterson76@outlook.com.  Learn more by accessing the program's web site at www.PolyPScholarship.com.  The scholarship's photo-icon is of a 1981 DSP undergraduate work-day.  Note:  our program is so small it cannot afford the government-required accounting to qualify donations as tax-deductible.

Resources And Announcements
· We Gave DSP Executive Director Phil Rodriguez A Nickname: "Zippy"
· Link To Convention Photos: 

      https://www.foxsports.com/stories/nfl/nfl-week-4-odds-lines-picks-point-spreads-every-game

· SLO DSP Alumni Web Site (Alumni Directory / How To Update Contact Info / Event Calendar / Photos / Officer Contact Info / Past Newsletters):
     www.SLOYITBOS.com
· For Information On "Mum's Wine Adventure", In April Or May Of  2022, In Grand Junction, Colorado, Contact:  Brother Ken "Smurf" Willard at dspwinetrip@gmail.com
· How To Join AA (Alumni Association) And/Or Give A Donation
     Follow Instructions On The Bottom Of The Back Page (page 12)
Alumni Reunion
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"Judge's House"               "Palm House"                   "Annex"           "New House" / California  676 Monterey                    1134 Palm                     878 Toro                       244 California           
Thursday To Saturday, April 21-23, 2022
Cal Poly moved the date of Open House / Poly Royal up to early April, Easter is April 17th, so we are gathering later.  It will be less crowded and less expensive!
Thursday, April 21:  Golf & BBQ/Party
Golf practice-round in Nipomo - followed by the big garage-party and BBQ for golfers & non-golfers at W'72 TA and Donna's home in Nipomo.  Address:  1050 La Serenata Way / TA: 805-550-2459

Golf:   Mike "Harpo" Roanhaus, S'70:  Mike.Roanhaus@gmail.com / 650-465-5930.

Garage Party:   Ben "Coco" Parcasio, S'74:  benqparcasio@gmail.com / 831-206-5536

Housing: Bob "HOTS" Papazian, S'73 / bobpapazian@comcast.net / 559-307-4601

Friday, April 22:  DSP Charity Golf Tournament in Nipomo.
Golf:  Mike "Harpo" Roanhaus, S'70:  Mike.Roanhaus@gmail.com / 650-465-5930.

Tournament Sponsorships:  Jim "Lurch" Larson, W'72:  jwlarson2@hotmail.com / 847-309-0596.  We are fundraising for future scholarships for undergrad brothers at Chapter restart.


  Saturday, 9 a.m., at a location to be determined (NOT 244)
Alumni Dinner-Dance and Auction at Madonna Inn

Saturday Evening, April 23, 2022 - Downstairs in Wine Cellar - Cocktails at 5:30 p.m. / Dressy-Casual to Formal Attire - RSVP And Prepayment And Entre Selection Required to your hosts Yabut and Carol Patterson.  CPatterson76@outlook.com, Cell 530-941-3986.  
Go to www.SLOYITBOS.com, and choose the menu item "EVENTS", for a many-page photo-layout of what reunion looks like now!  

How You Can Help

· THANK YOU to our 143 brothers who sent in their $20 in annual dues by Convention!  You really helped Epsilon Rho's standing at Convention!

· THANK YOU to our 21 new members who sent in dues!
· THANK YOU to our 122 brothers who also included a donation!


· During Chapter closure your AA (Alum. Assn.) has additional responsibilities.  We not only pay for newsletters, web site, etc. - but we also pay $2,500 a year to safely store our paddles and other precious 1950-2018 memorabilia in SLO!  

· Donations are critical because dues alone take 125 members just to cover storage costs!

· And to reinforce to National that we have a large, organized, and informed alumni base to support Chapter restart, we hope 57 more brothers will join AA by year-end.   We can then boast to National that 200 members stand with their Chapter!

PLEASE HELP

Give By Snail Mail: 
 Make Your Check Payable To:  DSP EP Alum Assn.

Mail It To:  Mr. Ray Calande (Mumbles, W’74) @ 1384 Rue Avati, San Jose, CA 95131

Or Give Electronically:  Go to PayPal.com, follow instructions, and give to:  
dsp_at_calpoly@att.net.  

Then, please update your contact info in the alumni directory on our alumni web site at www.SLOYITBOS.com, using the menu choice "FIND ALUMNI".  
This will help us keep you in-the-loop about Chapter restart progress, reunion dates, and other regional alumni gatherings.

Thanks and YITBOS fellow Nile-Swimmers! 
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